260            EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

It continued to hold its leadership until 1800, but since then the rate
of growth has been slow in comparison to that of neighboring coun-
tries. Thus today it is surpassed in population by both the United
Kingdom and Germany, and is nearly equaled by Italy. However, since
the war, population has been increasing more rapidly. Between 1921
and 1930 the nation showed a gain of 2,625,000. Part of this gain has
been due to an influx of foreigners, of whom there are at present nearly
3,000,000 in the country, but even the native population has increased
700,000 within the past five years. This is twice as rapid as the rate of
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The distribution of population in France.

growth prior to the war. If the population continues to expand at an
increasing rate, it is possible that France may assume a place of equality
among the more populous nations of the continent. The fact that for a
long period France had the largest population in western Europe
added materially to its political and military strength, and established
in the French a point of view toward other nations and toward Euro-
pean domination which still seems to continue, in spite of changed
circumstances.

Today France has a population of approximately 41,400,000. In
comparison with the United States, this is nearly the same as that of